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"'Tes Doffrine; fn the Purity and Powerof its Worſhip and Ordinances, and in its DifÞ- | 
-Ciptineand Government, and free the Charch of God from the Thraldom, Tyranny, 


"tte. cs 2/5. -2*. --— 


4ncroachment, and corruption of Prelacy on the one hand, and Eraſtianifm'0a theo». 
ther. | And that we ſhall to our power, relieve the Church and Subje&s, of this 
Kingdom,:( we being calted thereto, by His giving ofus Power, Power being Gods- 
Gallto do good,) of that Qppreflion that hath been exerciſed upontheir Confa- 
ences, CivilRights and Liberties, that men may ſerve- Him Holily, withour fear, and 
poflels their Civil Rights in quietneſs, without difturbance. Fe RM 

III; That we ſhall endeavour toour outmoſt, the extirpation of the Kingdom Of 
Darkneſs, and whatſoever 1s contrair tothe Kingdom ofChrift, andeſpecially tdola- 
ery, nd Popery in all the Articles of it, as we are bound in our ' National Coyenant 
and Superſtition, Wilk worſhip, and Prelacy,' with its Hierarchy, as we are bound in 
our Solemn League and Covenant; And that we ſhall with the ſame fincerity endea- 
vour ( God giving us alliftance } the overthrow of that Power that hath eſtabliſhed 
that Prelacy and Eraftianiſm over the Church, and exerciſesſuch a luſtful and arbitra» 
Ty Tyranny over the Subjedts, ſeeking again to introduce Idolatry and -Superftition 
in theſe Lands, contrair toour Covenants; Andin. a word, that we ſhall endeavour 
the extirpation of all the Works of Darkneſs, and the-Relics of Idolatry and Super- 
ftition, ( which are both much enlarged and revived in our times ) and execute 


-righteogs Judgment impartially ( according to the Word of Ged, and degree of 


Wickedneſs ) upon the Committersof theſe things, bur eſpecially, Blaſphemy, Idos 
latry, Atheifm, Sorcery, Perjury, Uncleanneſs, Profanation of the Lords.Day, Op- 


prefſion and Malignancy; that being thus zealous for God, he may delight to dwell - | | 


Among us. | 
IV. Scricufly conſidering, that the hand of our Kings has been againſt the Throne 
of the' Lord, and that now for a long time, the Succetlion of of our Kings, and the 
moſt part of our Rulers with him, hath been againſt the Purity and Power of Reli- 
gion and Godlineſs, and freedom cf the Church of God, and hath degenerate from 
the Virtue and good Government of their Predeceſſors into Tyranny, and hath of 
late ſo manifeſtly rejected God, his Service and Reformation, as a Slavery, as they 
themſelves call it in their publick Papers, (cfpecially in theſe laſt Letters to the King, 
and-Dake of Lauderdale ) difclaiming their Covenant with God, and blaſphemouſly 
inaCting it to be burat by the Hand of a Hangman, governed contrary to 
all right Laws, Divine and Humane, exerciſed ſuch Tyranny, and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, oppreſ>'d men in their Conſciences and Civil Rights, uſed free S.bje&ts (Chri- 
ſian and reaſonable Men) with leſs diſcretion and Juflice than their Beaſts 3 and fo 
not only fiultrate the great end of Government, (which is, that men way live godly, 
holily 8 peaceably under them and might be malatained in theirRights and Liberties 
from Injury and Wrong) but hath alſo walked contrary to it ; So that it can no 
more be called @ Government, but a luſifal Rage, exerciſed with as little righ' Reafon, 
and with more cruelty than in Beaſts, and they themſelves can be no more called 
Governours, but publickGraſſators, and publick, Fudgments, which all men ought as car-= 
neſily to labour to be tree of, as of Sword, Famine, or Peſtilence raging amongſt us 3 
and beſides, hath flopped (infteadof puniſhing) the courſe of Law and Juſtice agaiuſi 
Idolaters, Blaſphemers, Atheiſts, Murtherers, Inceſtuous and Adulterovs, and other 
MalcfaQors 3 and inſtead of rewarding the good, hath made Butch: ries and _ 
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ſhare in-that Government, and that only becauſe not of the ſame guiltineſs and miſ- 
chievous Purpoſes with themſelves : And alfo, all free Ele@ions of Commillioners 
for Parliaments, and Officers for Government, are made void by their making thoſe 


the Qualifications of admiſſion to theſe Places, which by the Word of GoJ, and the 


Laws:of this Land, were the cavſe of their excluſion before, fo that none can look 


. 


upon us or Judge us bound'inAltegiance to them, unleſs they fay alſo we are bound 
in Allegiance to Devils, they being his Vicegerents, and not Gods. 


. 


0 


V. We then being made free, by God and their own doings, He giving the Law, 
and. they. giving the tranſgreflion of that Law, which ts the Cauſe that we are looſcd: 
now from all Obligations, both divine and Civil to them, and knowing that no. 
Society of men that hath corruption. in them (which always is ready to beget diſor- Þ 
ders, and do injuries, unleſs reſirained and puniſhed by Laws and Government) F 


can be without Laws and Government, and withal, defiring to be governed in the 
beft way that is leaſt liable to. Inconveniencies and Tyranny, We do Declare, that 
we ſhall ſet up over our f(elves,&.over all that God ſhall give us Power, Government, 
and Govcrnours, according to the Word of God, and etfpecially according to that 


Ward Exod, 18, v.21. Moreover thou ſhalt provide out of ali the People, able Men, ſuch as | 


fear God, men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs ; and that we ſhall no more commit the 


Government of our ſclves,and the making ofLaws for us,to any onefing'ePerſon,and- Þ 
lincal Succcfſor, we not being tyed as the Fews were, by God, to one Family, Go- } 

vernment not being an. Inheritance, but an Office, which muft be ſquared, not to the'Þ 
Intereſt and Luſt of a Man, but to the good of the Common-Wealth, and this kind F 
of Government. by a fingle Perſon, &c.being molt liable to Inconveniencies, ( as ſad: | 


and long experience may now teach us)8 apteſt to degenerate intoTyranny.Morcos 
ver, we declare, that theſe-Men whom we ſhall ſet over us, ſhall be engaged to Go- 
' vern us principally by that Civi', or Judicial Law, given by God to his People of 
Iſrael, eſpecially in matters of Life and Death, and in all other things alſo , ſo far as 
they teach, except only that Law, (viz, anent Slaves) which does not agree with 
that Chriſtian Liberty eſtabliſhed, in aJl Chriltendomy (only violated by our Tyrants, 
and fome others of late ) and that of Divorces and Poligamy 3 the one being not a 
Law, but a Permillion granted, upon the account of the hardneſs of their Hearts, the 
oher being a ſinful Cuſt»mz contrair to the firtt Inſtitution of Marriage, crept into 
the Church : We know that men of malignant and perverſe Spirits, that has not a 
higher God than a wicked King, which ſuits only with their luftful Licentiousne(s, 
| and it may be others with them that ſeemed to be of better Palnciples, will raiſe an 
ignorant Clamour upon this, that it is a. Fifth-Movarchy,and we Fifth- Monarchy. Men: 
and will Jabour to amuſe the People with firange Terms, and put odious Names oa 


good things to make them hatcfa), as their way is but ifthiz be their Fifth» Monarchy, | | 


we both are, and ought to be ſuch, and that according to His Word, 


VI. Ic being the work of the Minifters of the Goſpel, to preach, propagate , and*«# 
defend the Kingdom of God, and to preſerve the DoQrine, Worſhip, Diſci= 


pline, Government, Liberties and P riviledges of the ſame, from all corruptio-sand 
acroachments of Rulesr,and all others, And ſeeing, that the Minifteres of the.Chutch 
f Scotland, ( at leaſt the greateſt part of then before ) not only were defed'ive i" 
reaching , and teſtifying againft the As of theſe Rulers, for overthrowing R-'i ;io1 
ad Reformation , abjuring our Covenant 'made with God, eftab'i{biag.. 
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[fpent m the Church, which that King calls His own Government, (andſo not Gods) 
Eontrair to our Covenant; Againſt inaQing of that blasphemous ( fo Calvin calls that 
Supremacy of Henry the Eight 5 upon which this P rerogative is founded, avd from 
hich i is derived, and is no le(s, if not more injurious to Chrift, and inflaving to 
is Church ) and ſacrilegious. Preroga'ive given to a King over the Church, 
[bf God, and againſt the other, Ads and-Incroahments of His Church, and hindered 
7 ; others alſo who were willing, and would have teſtified againft them, and cenſured 
{Tome that did.it, for which, together with the other Cauſes in their truft and ad- 
| winiftcation, we Day ſay , God hath lefr them to do worſe things; ( but allo hath 

boy Rey in that Meeting, ( which they are pleaſed to call an Aſſembly df Minifters, but 
19 {how juſtly , let Men judge ) an acceptation of that Libercy , founded upon, ard gi- 
| ſen by vertue of that blaſphcmoufly arrogared and uſurped Power; and hath appeared 

7 before cheir Courts to accept of that Liberty, and to 'be enafted and authoriſed 
{there as Miniſters, and ſo hath willingly (for this is an elicit a& of the Will, and net 
{an a& of Force and conſtraint) tranſlated the power of ſending out, ordering, cen 
11 furing , ( for as they accept of their Liberty from.chem, ſo they ſubmie to their Cen- 
{ſures and Reſtraints, at leaft al} of them who were yet tried wich it, and others of 
{them appeared and acknowledged before their Courts , that they would not have 
| lend theſe things that they were charged with,if they had thought it would have of- 


ifended therp ) Miniſters departing from the Court of Chriſt , ard ſubje&ion to the 

=] -Miniſiry to the Courts of Men, and Subje&ion to the Magiſtrate (which had 
] | been impiqus and jnjurious to Chrift and His Church . though they had 

{ | been righteous and Jawful Rulers) and by their changing of Courts, ( according 
# toCommon Law ) hath changed their Maſters, and of che Minifters of "Chritt 
; are become the Miniſters of Men, and bound to anſwerto them as oft as they will && 
as by the acceptation of this Liberty in fuch manner, they have tranſlated the power, 
ſo they have' given upand utcerly quit the Government, and a ſucceſſion of a Pres= 
bycerian Miniſtry zfor as theſe were not granted them of their Mafters, o they exers 
ciſe their Miniſtry withoue them, and fo by this, as the Ecclefiaftick-Government 


'{ have a!ſo been extin& with themſelves, and che whole Work of Reformation had 
been buried in Oblivion, not ſo much as the Remembrance of it kept up : Theſe, 
together wich the other of their Commiſſions in Preaching , the lan fulnels of pay- 
ing that Tribute declared to be impoſed for the bearing down of the true Worſhip 
of God , { which they falſly termed Sediriows Conventicies ) and their adviling thele 
poor Priſoners to ſul{cribe the Bond, and conſequently could not but ſo adviſe 
all others, if pur to it (for the hazard that Men were in, will not make a real change 
of the Morality of that A&ion) and beſide, the reft may be put to it upori the ſame 
hazard, and (© if the one-ſhould adviſe, (which conſequently they muſt do) and the 
11 other ſhould ſubtcribe, this would altogether cloſe chat door which the Lord hath 

| madeuſe of in al! the Churches of Europe, for cafting off the Yoke of the Whore, 
and reſtoring the truth and purity. of Religion and Reformation, and freedom: of the 
Churches, and ſhould have topped all ingreſs for men, when once brought under 
Tyranny, to 1ecover their L:bzity agains Thee Miniſters then, not being followers 
| of Chriſt, «ho before Pontiw: Pilate, gave a gocd Corte lion, which was, that he was 
* pt King.& no King. if he have not power to order his Houſe 8 Subjefts, & they not 
Lo dallowing him, nor bis Minifters,if not afferting and maintainirg of this his Kingly 
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7 is twallowed up in the Civil, ( if the reſt had followed them) the Miniſtry ſhould . 
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| How are fri>we neicher have, nor aſſumes to our ſelves A 
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 oner 2linſt all TncroachersallfUſurpers of it; and beſides, we being commandeds” 
any Brother talk diforderly, from ſuch to withdraw ; andeickough in the capacity. we 
: Gf thorit co give our-defini: g 
.zkd authoratative ſentences of Depoſition and Suſpenſion againſt riſers; yer 
Ne terlare ch: proper forugeo do; that we neither cany ndr ! ar ÞP. each” 
ing, .Fccive Satraments from theſe Miniſters that hatFeccepted of, and voted” 
that Liberty; ana carexawho bave cncouraged and firengthened thiir hands” 
by hearing aud pleading for thern, all thoſe who bave traffiqued. for an union with 
them, withowe-their renouncing and repenting of theſe things, all thoſe that do 
not. teftifie faithfully againſt them, and after do not deport themſelves fuicablyF 
to their ' Teſtimonies, and all 'who joyn not. in' publick with their Brethren, 
who are teſtifying againft them we Declare, that we ſha!l not hear them Preach oF 
nor reei ve Sacraments from them , at leaſt, till they ftand in Judgment beforetheleF 
Miaifters, . and be judged by them who have followed the Lord, and kept thent«=Þ 
ſelves free of theſe. DefeRions:, And as our Hearts hath cleaved to theſe Mirifters ,Þ 
while they were. 6n the Lords fide, .and ſubjefed out felves to them, ſoke ſhall 
ſilt eleave to thoſe that-abide following Him, and ſhall be fibje&ro chem in the Lord. 
VIE. Then we do Declare and Acknowledge, that a Gcſpe] Miniftry , is a ftande 
ing Ordinance of God, appointed by Chrift , co continue in the Church n#vil c 
end of the world ;and that none of us ſhall rake upon him rhe Preaching of the Word, 
or Adminſtriag the Sacrements , unleſs Called, and Ordained thereto, by the Mini- 
fiers of the Golpel t And as we Declare, that we are for a ſtanding Golpelowinitcy «| 
rightly Choſen, and rightly Ordained , ſo we Declare , That we fhall goabcut this 
Work in time to come, with more Faſting and Praying. and more: careful Inſpe- 
ion into the Converſation &. Holineſs of theſe Men that ſhall be*choſen and crdain- 
ed ; the want of which formerly, bath been a great fin, both. in Minifters and P-ople, 
which hath not been the leaſt cauſe of this Dete&ion-. 
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The DECLARATION. and: Teſtimony of the Trae Prebyterian 5; 

Anti-Prelatich, and Anti-Eraſtian-Perſecuted Party m-SCOTLAND. | 

T is not amongſt the ſmalleſt of the Lords Mercies to this poor Land that there hath 

al ways bren ſome who hath given s Leftimony of every conrſ: of Def. Fion which we were” 

| guilty of , which is a tokgn for Good , that he does: not- as yet inievd te, caſt us eff als 

. . "togetber , but ths be wil leavy a Remnant , in whom he will be glorious, if. they, 
({breng? Hs Grace ) keep themfeItes clean fiill, and walk, in His Way and Method , as 3t 
ath been walked in, and owne by Him in our Predec«ſſors ( of truly worth; M mory ) 
their time. in their carrying on-of our Noble Wark of Reformation,in the ſever al ſteps there- 
of from Poetry and Prelacy , and likewiſe from Eraſtian Supremacy, ſo much wſurted by 
Him , why it is true ( fo far as we know) is deſcended from 1þe race of our Kings ;, yet Ae 

hath ſo far debarded from what He ought to have been , by His Perjury and Uſa pation in _ 

Cburch-matters , and Tyranny in mailers Civil , as is kniwn by the whole Lond, :b.t 

we bave juſt reaſun to believe , that ane of ths Lords great Controverſies againſt wi! thet 

we bave not diſ-wned Him, and the Meu of Bis Prodii es, mwhe.ber infiricur Mog'{iroit! 
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